wo ; * ; 
** 14 

} ” i 

ry * ' 

> 2&1 


Fe” *: 
A Oo 
» 


1 1 "a % - C Ag . : ""* Sh _ $ P h PF | "= wo > —_ T _- FM 
; LS . LEE, , ry E- p "SETPBAS. -, c 
| 4 >: "of — - , s , g ; 
of if | 4 A 
Reg: , ; : ” 
4 a , 
- . A Y ; . 
d . 2 ax 
( 44 | - 4 , 
- my ; . | %+ 
: . q . - p . 
" : 
. [ 


OF TH R-- 4 


' PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


General Aſſembly 


_,. Of the Elders and Meſſengers of the 

 _ Baptized Churches ſent from divers 
parts of England and Wales, which be- 
ganin Londonthe 2d of Fune, andend- 
ed the $th of the ſame, 1691. 


COwning the Dofrine of Perſonal EleQion and © | 
Final Perſeverance. ] | 


a ys 


Hag. 1. 4- 


Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in-your cieled Houſes; 
- and this Houſe lie waſte? 


— —— 


Lindon, Printed-in the Year, 1691. 
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General Epiſtle 


CHURCHES. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


HE God of all Grace hath brought us into 
| a near and ſpiritual Relation to you,and you 


have ſuch a rooted Intereſt in our Hearts, 
that through Gracewe ſhall always be rea- 
dy to lay out ourſelves to the utmoſt of our Capacity, 
to promote the eternal Well-being and Happineſs of 
your Souls : Our Sighs, Groans and Prayers in-ſecret, 
and our Labours in Publick, in all the Holy Admini- 
ſtrations of the Houſe of God, are ſincerely direged 
to this End ; God is our Witneſs, who hath called us - 
out (though very unworthy) to this Service, in" 
A2 pur- 
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| General Epiſtle 


To all the 


CHURCHES. 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 

"JH E God of all Grace hath brought us-into 
a near and ſpiritual Relation'to you,and you 
have ſuch a rooted Tntereſt in our Hearts; 


dy to lay out our ſelves tothe utmoſt of our Capacity, 
to. promote the eternal Well-being and Happineſs of 
your Souls : Our Sighs, . Groans and Prayers in-ſecret, 
and our Labours in Publick, in all the Holy Admini- 
ſtrations of the Houſe of God, are ſincerely direged 
to this End ; God is our. Witneſs, who. hath 


out (though very — _ to; this "in 
% 2 


WW" 


"5 


_ that through Grace we ſhall always be rea- 


to 


4 FA Epiftle trail the (harches. 

purfuance of his own Glory, and his gracious Defign 
towards yous. And wheteas you-have freely choſen 
us as your Meſſengers, and entruſted. us with Power 
.to.conſider, diſcourſe about, and-conclude upon thoſe 
Things propoſed to us, in order to the general Good 
of thoſe Churches to which we reſpeQively-belong,we 
have addrefled our ſelves: ro this Work, with earneft 
ſupplication to the Father of Lights, for his ſpecial 
Afſfiftance and -DireQtion therein :: And we are not 
without Tone good Afſurance, that he bowed His Ear 


untd vs," in 0 Eres 
| tes. 


part of that Harmony and g( 
ment which' way obſervable in” moſt” of out 
and Concluſions.” And though we can impoſe no- 
thing upon you, yet hereby is derived a greater Au- 
thority unto what was concluded, and it deſerves. to 
be ſo much the more on by you. We do hear- 
ap that youwould. look: back to thoſe Things” = 
which you were ſutmerippreiſed and cxhorted tay in- | 
the two laſh Aſſemblies of your Meſſengers, for th 
promoting of the Glory -of God, and your own Good ; 
and although we may not have found" the fall End of- 
our. Endeayours inall 'Fhings anſwered, yet we bleſs - 
God in many Things we have ;- whach gives us earou- 
ragement £0:hope, thatwe may have ſome. Succeſs in 
this, - who unfeignedly- defixe the thorow: Reforma. 
tion,. the happy Settlement, -and firm-Peaceand Welk 
being oof all thoſe. Chriftian. Churches we arc immes« 
diately concerned with; - .- :& WU © 1 1290 


One thing formerly preſſed upon you} was a libe- 
ral Contribution, by a Free-wilt Offering, - and quar- 
rerly: Subſcriptians or Colleions tewards the =— | 

; 0 


4 
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of a Publick Stock, for Ends and Uſes fully known to 
you. - Ad ws. tetarn [your our hearty Thanks! for 
what you have already-done,: and doubt. not but tht 


thereby. Fruit will-abound to: your - Account: ia the - 


Diy- of 'Chriſt : And we hope you will-not-grow 


weary. /in--well-doing, | having the” Promiſe of God 


_—_ ſhall-then' reap, Many Fhings might- be 
ur 


to- quicken-you'Mmn : A Work, whereby 
rr - - ard pry om | 
afreddy relieved ; ſeveral pious, ſtadious, and Hope. - 
fal young Men: have been affifted in'their acquires 
ment of Learning 3 and fotne-have” been ſet -forth- 
to viſit the Churches, and to give their helping-Hand - 


feveral Labourers in the- Lord's! 


' in order to their Settlement, : according to the Rule 
of the Goſpel. - But we - hope. that this diſpoſure of 
your Money, according to yout Intention, may ren- 
der Motives of. that :kind- very niuch: unneceflaty : 


However, that we may not. be wanting. | 
of this Nature, wherein the. Hedour of God, the 
keeping up his Publick Worſhip in the World, the 
Edification of 


Churches, and: the Converſion of the - 

' Refidueof God's'Choſen is ©: much concerned,. we 
ſhall humblytake the boldneſs: to-preſs you-tq-a far» 
ther progreſs therein ; and the rather, becauſe. ſeve«. 


ral of our Fellow-Chriftians, who after us fell into : 
this Methed, have far - exceeded: us'' And. why 
ſhould not the Glory of Chrifh; arid the Advance-.- 
 mentof: his Kingdom, be as dear to-us as to then ?. 
We hope it ts, and therefore will not deſpair of pres. - 


vailog with you, 


10.2 Matter - 
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"if: any SERLIFOs or Members, upon a review of 
what is paſt, ſhall 'be ſenſible of their own 
wedeſire jt may be made up, left others ſhould. be 
diſcouraged, and the Work in a little time ceaſe. 
Things of this Nature never proſper well without 
a free and chearful concurrence of all jointly con- 
cerned therein, according to their Ability ; os 
ſhould we find ſuch” "a concurrence generally, it 
would be matter of great rejoicing to us, 
eſteemed by us as a remarkable Effet of the Spirit of 
Love, which is diffuſed through all-the Members of 
Chriſt's Myſtical Body. 


To further ſuch a Concurrence, let us conſider, 


Firſt, From whom we have —— all that we 
enjoy, and what of - Tuture Supplics we have. 


through Grace an Intereſt 1 in.” 


Secondly, That we are but IR of what we 

| have; and that Godcan, by his ſecret and juſt Pros 
vidence, ſoon take away our IDO if we are 

not found faithful therein, - $3 


- Thirdly, That the End of —_—_ we kan, is the Ho- 
nour of God; Prov. 3.9. iHonour- the Lord: with 
thy _—_ and with the LET Tad bro all thine In- 
creaſe | 


Fourthly, That the keeping up Gals Publick Wor- 
Thip, which is incluſive of all the Ends propated by 
this 


his Publick.Stock, is a priqcipal way of honouring 
God ; and all other. ways OI. expending what we. 
poſſefs, are inferior to this. | | 


ED Fifthls, That Giving in this way, will be a creat 
evidence of the ſincerity of our Profefſion, and will: 
be a great comfort in.the latter End, _ 4% 


Other. Things of: this Nature might be added; :but- 
we hope that God's Grace will carry you beyond all: 
that our Arguments can amount: to, 'as was"of old: 
exemplified -1n-the Churches of Macedowis, 2 Cor. 8.. 


I, 2, [+ 52%Þ 


In the next.place,, We would defire you that live in: 

| the Country, to ſend up your particular Meſſengers to 
this General Meeting, that we-may have the' more- 
abundant. evidence. .vr yuus ;; zrObation of thart= 


ood Work intended and carried on.therein; and 


ſt not the incident Charges. you are tliereby ex-- 
poſed "unto, be a diſcouragement to you, we being: 


perſwaded that our Friends here in the City, who- . 


are not liable to-ſueh- Charges, will make a Com-- 
penſation by a more liberal. Contributing unto the. 
: # 


> Toconclude;: - 


- Dear Brethren, We commend you: to God, and'to 
the Word of his Grace, which 1s able to build you- 
up, and to. give. you. an. Inheritance. —_— 
them: 


An Epiſtle t6 allthe Chirchart, © 5 
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Your Brethren 1 in the Faith 3 and Falowihip 
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ANarkraATIVE of the Proceedings of 
the Elders ' and Meſſengers of the 
Baptized Congregations, in their Ge- 
neral Aſſembly 'in London, - begun 
the ſecond Day of June, 1691,--and 
ended the eighth of the ſame Month. 


| F the ſaid Elders and Meſlengers of 
| the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt aſſembled 
' together, having it, under our conſt- 


deration how much the Name of God, 
the Honour of the Goſpel, and the Good of all the 
Churches to whom we belong, is concerned in our 
Perſeverance in thoſe good Things reſolved upon in 
our former General Aſſemblies, Do agree and re- 


ſolve unanimouſly, for the. better increaſe and conti- * 


nuance of the Fund, to propound it to, and exhort all 

our Churches, and each Member thereof, with all our. 
Chriſtian Friends and Well-wiſhers thereto, to a li- 

beral and chearful Contributiqns as God hath bleſſed 

them in the good things of this Life. 8 


r. By their bringing in their Free-will-Offering, 
that have not yet paid it in (propounded at firſt as 


the foundation of this Fund) with all readineſs of _ 


Mind, as a Sacrifice with which God is. well pleaſed. : - 
2. By the continuance of their Quarterly-Subſcriptt- 
ons, according as God ſhall bleſs them. | % 
| b 3. By 
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\_' the Elders ' and Meſſengers of the 

Ih: Baptized Congregations, in their. Ge- 

neral ' Aſſembly 'in London, /begun 

the ſecond Day of June, 1691; -and 
ended'the eighth of the. ſame Ao. 


Ws the ſaid Elders and Meſſengers of 


the Churches of Jeſus Chuifta embled 
together, having it; under; our: conft- 
deration how gauch the Name of. .God, 


«©. .+- + 


Chriſtian Fricads and Well-wiſhers pBb4 toa li- 
beral and'chearful Contributjqny . as God hath ble ed 


$2; them in the good things of this Life. 


' 7. By their bringing in their Free-will-Offeringy 
that have not yet paid it in (propounded at firſt as 
the. foundation 'of this Fund): with all readineſs of 
Mind; as.a Sacrifice with-which God is. well pleaſed./: - * 
. . 2, By-the:continuance of their I Tots. 
08h, penn as God a” bleſs them. S* i 
3+ BY 


4 


OY _— 
LO 


2.. By a. liberal Contribution in a Quarterly-Col. 
leftion, which we unanimouſly agree to- promote 
in all our Churches and Afemblies, to this end that 
all whom God hath bleſſed with Ability anda ready 
Mind, may have opportunity to ſhew their good 
Will for the promoting thoſe great and good Things - 
for which this Fund is raiſed, (viz.) For the ſupport 
of ſuch Miniſters which the Churches to which 
they belong, through. Poverty are not able to ſup- 
ply with what is neceſlary to their comfortable Sub- 
ſiſtence ; that ſo they. may be encouraged to take the: 
better care of their own. Charge, and to preach the 
Goſpel where there is. need, and .a door open; and 
alſo Godly young Men, Members of the Churches, 
whom God hath gifted, and'are approved of, may, be 
inftruQted in the Knowledyg of the Tongues in which 

the holy Scriptures were written. FR: 
And we judge it not reaſonable that they who 

_ contribute-nothing'to- the. Fund, ſhould delire an 
thing out of it. Therefore it is expeQted, that thoſe 
Churches which are poor, ſhould make their Colle&i- 
ons for the Uſes aforefaid, and raiſe what. they can, 
be it more oz. leſs; Moreover, We judge-that thoſe. 
that have ſubſcribed.either to the Free-will-Offering, 
or. other Contribution for the Uſes aforeſaid, ought 
in conſcience to perform what they have thereby, en- 
gaged to do : For although before it was their own, 
-yet after their ſubſcribing, it remains ſo no longer; 
ſee Ais-5. 4. Fee 
> It's further agreed, that what is or ſhall be gathered 
- by:the Free-will-Offerings, not yet paid'in, and what 
is. colleQted. and to be colleted, by Subſcription 3 as 
alſd what. ſhall-bs gathered by.the firſt publick quar- 


terly. 
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tecty ColleQtion, by and from all the Churches bothin 
the City of London and the Countrey, ſhall be paid 
in, bythe Twenty ninth Day of September next, with 
a Signification of what uſe of uſes they deſign the 
Money 1o paid in for. 
And for the better Encouragement of this good 
- Work, it is agreed as followerh. | 


- 


1. That the Truſtees do put down the particular ' 


| Uſes affigned to every particular Sum, as in the laſt 
| Narrative is expreſſed. wy 

\ 2. That the PEREA Sums that are ord + "one 
and the ſame uſe, be put together,and kept in a diſtin& 


Account by it ſelf, by Brother King and Brother 


Harriſon. | 

3. That the Money given to one uſe, be not diſps- 
| {ed of toanother. | : 
, It is alſo Agreed and Reſolved, That no Money 
ſhall be paid or disburſed out of the Fund, but what 1s 
agreed upon by this preſent Aſſembly, until this Aſ- 
ſembly ſhall by the good Providence of God meet again 
here in Lopdon, in 1692. 


|. For the preſerving of Peace and Gpncord amongſt 
. - the Churches of our Aſſociation ; in a due Tenderneſs 


to all the Members in. communion with us, the fol- 


—_ Queſtions were propoſed, and Anſwers: con- 
cluded thereupon as followeth ; : 


Query 1. Whether a Perſon Excommunicated, or 
withdrawn from by the (burch be # in Fellowſhip 


with, and judgeth bimſelf wronged therein, may 


not have Relief in that Caſe * 
Carried in the Afﬀirmattve. : 
B 2 Query 


_— 


Sq 
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Query .2«i What then i the Regular way ſuch « Per- 
\'-ſor-ought to take for Relief* | 

x1. Such a Perſon ought (after all due endeayours in 
Humility and Love to fatisfy the Church fo dealing 
with him, -of the.wrong dong him therein, and if not 
relieved thereby) to addreſs himſelf to fome other 
Church for Communion. 
- +. 2. That Church to whom the Perſon fo dealt with, 
| ſhall propound himſelf, ought by their Meſſengers to 
enquire,into the Grounds and Reaſons of the Church's 
_ dealing with the ſaid Perſon, with the manner or way 
of their proceeding againſt him to ſuch a Sentence, 
that they may as fully as poſſible inform themſelves of 
the ground of the Church's ſo dealing with him, of 
the Crime or Crimes alledged againſt him, with the 
Circumſtances thereof for their own: Information, 
how to carry it both tothe Church and the Perſon ſa 
dealt with by them. ny ol ents Lon, 
\ 3. That the. Church ſo dealing with a. Member, 
ought to give a full and true Account accordagaly inall 
Brotherly Love and Meckneſs, from the Mutual Obli- 
gation-that ane Church ſtands1n to another, - to keep 
their. Communion pure, being all Members of yhat; 
' Body, whereof Chrilt 15 Head, 4s: 
-- 4, And if upon due Inquiry and Information had 
of the Caſe, the Church to whom the aggrieved Per- 
fon ſhall propound for Fellowſhip, ſhall. ſee cauſe to 
judg'that. he has received wrong therein; 'then they 
ouglt in all Brotherly Love to endeavour to reftorethe 
Perfon dealt with to his former Communion, *# he 
ſhall deſire it, or elſe*toxeceive himintod Communion 
with themſelves. | LO * 
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An Account of No Teveral dciainn;; oy the Churches 


ol England and Wales. * 


The Aﬀociatiog, of - the 
Churches in,Londoy, 
Middleſex, Kent,and 
Eſſex. ' 


Theobalds,... 
George Terk, 


Waring, 5 


Turnum-green, 
- Maysipond; .. 


Ja ich 
Hol: 2 


* 


Fhe, Aſociation of- the 
Churches ir- t, 
Dorſet, Wilts; Glot#fter-- 


ſhire, and Eeiſtol. 
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Bradford, 
Southwick, 
nant" 
Ninisfield, 


Sudbury, - 


Broadmead, 
Fryers, 


The Aſſociation of the 
Churches in Abbing- 
ron, &C. | 


The 


Abbington, 
Wantage, 
Longworth, - 
Oxford, 
Faringdon, 
Plinſtock, 
Mazithampton, 
Cirenceſter, 
Reading. 


Aﬀociation of the 


Churches in Norfolk 
and Suffolk, &c. 


P ”% 


Norwich, 
Pulhans, 
Sudbary, 
Wisbich, © 
Debbitch, 
Colcheſter. 


| 
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| 
The Weſtern Aſſociation 


of the Churches. 


Bonge, 
Southmoltowne, 
Tyverton, 
Exon, 

Lyp r, © 
Dolwood, 
Lyme, 

Chard. 


The Aſſociation of the 
Churches in Newcaſtle, 
Torkſbire, Northumber- 
land and Cumberland. 


Newcaſtle, 
Bichbarn, 
Pontefratt, 
Broughton, 
Eggermont 
Wootver ſtone. 


Hampſhire Aſſociation. 
Chriſt church, 
Ringwood, | 
Fs oi Sonth- 


Southampton 
Whit charch. | 


'Fhe Aſſociation of the | 


Churches in Heriford- 
ſhire, Buckinghamſhire 


ordſhire. 


Kent: worth, 
Everſball, 
Perton, 
Hempſiced, 
Stutly, 
Harlow, © 
Tring. 


The Aſſociation of the 
Churches in Steptor. 
and Hadnam. 


 Stepton, alias Steven- 
toy, and Hadnam. 


The Afociation- of the* 


Churches. in South- 
Walzs, Monmouthſhire, 


and part of Hereford: 


ſyire. . 


Langone, 
Bergavenny,. | 


Loannener th, , 
Golchon, 36 '- 
Craig yr Alt, and 
Lhekghes. | 


C ermarthenſhire, &c, Al- 
fociation.. 


- Tmys wach; 
Raſbacre, 
Lanyawy. 


. The; Aſſociation of the- - 


Churches in Worceſter-. 
ſbire, Warwickſbire, Ox-> 
fordſbire, Leiceſterſhire, 
and -part of Hereford- 
ſhire. DE 


Bromſgrove; 
Warwick, 
Dimmuck, 
Hereford, 
Tewxbury, | 
Mortonhinmaſh, 
Hooknorton, 
Alceſter, - 
Kilhy. 
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